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Daniel's prophecy is of the late
apocalyptic character (cf. Book of
Revelation). The Book of Daniel
is included in the last group of
writings admitted into the Hebrew
canon, the Hagiographa, Its
linguistic style is late throughout
(many words being of Persian or
Greek origin), and a long section
(Dan. 2, v. 4, to 7, u. 28) is written in
a kind of Aramaic that was
vernacular in Palestine in the
centuries immediately preceding
our era. Historical allusions also
suggest that the book can hardly
be a record contemporary with the
life of Daniel. Many scholars
think it must have arisen in the
period of the Maccabaean struggle
(168-160 B.C.).

Canon Driver explains that
the purpose of the writer is to
strengthen the religious section of
the nation under a supreme test of
their faith and loyalty. Daniel
is represented as foreseeing in
visions the events that culminated
in the troubles of the Maccabaean
age. In the horn-vision (chap. 8)
the writer foresees the rise and
fall of the empires of the Medes
and Persians and of Alexander,
and of the four kingdoms that
arose from the empire of Alexan-
der. The last vision (chaps. 10-12)
contains a prediction of the advent
of the Messianic age.

Daniel, SAMUEL (1562-1619).
English poet, dramatist, and
historian. Born near Taunton,
and educated at Magdalen Hall,
Oxford, he was unofficial laureate
at the court of King James I. He
wrote a volume of sonnets, a few
among the best in the language,
entitled Delia, 1592 ; some charm-
ing epistles in verse; a poem in
eight books on the Wars of the
Roses, 1595 ; a Defence of Rhyme,
1602 ; and a History of England
from the Conquest to the Reign
of Edward III, 1617, remarkable
for the purity of its prose. Daniel
was the first to use the terza rima
in English. He died Oct. 14, 1619,
at Beckington, Wilts, where he is
buried.

Daniell, JOHN FEEDERIO (1790-
1845). English scientist. Born in
London, March 12, 1790, he was
elected F.R.S., 1813, and was the
first to hold the chair of chemistry
in King's College, London, from
1831 until his death, March 13,
1845. He invented the Daniell
cell, and his Meteorological Essays
(1823) was the first attempt to
explain atmospheric phenomena
by physical laws. See Cell, Voltaic.

Danilo, PETBOYIOH NnxKrsH
(1677-1735), First of the vladika
or prince-bishops of Montenegro,

and founder of the dynasty which
ruled up to the First Great War.
As the vladika were celibate the
descent was from uncle to nephew.
His reign, 1697-1735, was marked
by war with Turkey, and the
massacre of Mahometans, 1702.

Danilo I (1826-60). Prince of
Montenegro. He was born May 25,
1826, and educated in Vienna.
On succeeding his uncle, Peter II,
in 1851, he declared the line of
prince-bishops at an end, and
announced that he would rule as
a secular prince. In 1852 a renewal
of the struggle with Turkey for
'independence began. In 1855 he
promulgated the Danilo Code,
which introduced reforms in the
laws. Danilo was assassinated
Aug. 13, 1860.

Dankara* DENKERA, on DINKIRA.
Former native kingdom of West
Africa, bordering on Ashanti, taken
under British protection and ab-
sorbed in the Gold Coast (Ghana).

Dannemora. Village of Sweden,
in the prov. of Uppsala. It is 28 m.

direct (some 37 by rly.) N.N.E. of
Uppsala. Its famous iron mines,
which yield a high grade ore, have
been worked since the 15th century
Pop. 1,000.

Another Danneniora is a village
of Clinton co., N.Y. state, U.S.A.;
the Clinton co. jail is here. Pop.
(1950) 4,122.

Dannewerk (Danes' work). An-
cient frontier dyke in Slesvig
erected by the Danes against the
Germans in the 9th century. Mainly
an earthwork, it extended for about
10 m. from near the town of
Slesvig to the village of Holling-
stedt on the river Trene, a few
miles N. of the Kiel Canal. It fell
into decay, but in 1848 it was put
into repair by the Danes, and
stormed by the Prussians. The
Danes then made it so strong that
in the war of 1864 the Prussians
did not assault it, but turned it
by crossing the Schlei. After their
victory they destroyed the Danne-
werk, but its ruins exist and have
yielded early remains.

DANTE:   ITALY'S   GREATEST  POET

E. G. Gardiner, Litt.D., former Professor of Italian, TTniv.  of London

With this article on the poet's life and work should be consulted

the articles on Italy: Language and Literature; Poetry.    See also

Renaissance and articles on Boccaccio, Chaucer, and other poets

Dante Alighieri, the national poet
of Italy, was born at Florence in
May, 1265, and traced his descent
from a certain Cacciaguida, who
had been knighted by the Em-
peror Conrad III, and fell in the
second crusade. Having served in
the Florentine cavalry at the battle
of Campaldino in 1289, from 1295
onwards Dante began to take part
in political life, and from June 15
to Aug. 15, 1300, was a member of
the chief magistracy of the Floren-
tine republic.

Florence being rent with faction,
Dante adhered to the constitu-
tional party that resisted papal in-
tervention. In Oct., 1301, he went
with two others on an embassy to
Pope Boniface VIII to deter him
from sending Charles of Valois as
peacemaker into Tuscany. During
his absence Charles entered Flor-
ence, and a general proscription of
the party to which Dante belonged
followed. On a false charge of
corrupt practices, Dante was sen-
tenced to a heavy fine, with two
years' exile, and perpetual exclu-
sion from office (Jan. 27, 1302) ;
a second decree (March 10) con-
demned him to be burned alive if
he fell into the power of the
governing body.

At first Dante made common
cause with his companions in at-
tempting to return to his country

by force of arms, but soon broke
away from them, wandering, " a
pilgrim, almost a beggar," through
N. and central Italy. He began,
but left unfinished, two prose
works : the De Vulgari Eloquentia
(about 1305), a Latin treatise on
the Italian language and the art of
Italian poetry; and II Convivio
(about 1308), a popularisation of
scholastic philosophy in the form
of a commentary upon three of his
own canzoni or odes. The arrival
in Italy (Sept., 1310) of Henry of
Luxemburg, just chosen German
king and Roman emperor Henry
VII, brought him back to active
politics. He warmly supported
Henry's enterprise, writing vigor-
ous Latin letters in which the
thought of Florence is subordinated
to the sense of Italian citizenship.
An ardent imperialist, but believ-
ing in an ideal empire that should
establish universal peace and lib-
erty, he composed the De Monar-
chia, a Latin work on the relations
between Church and State, main-
taining that the emperor receives
his authority directly from God.
The death of Henry (Aug., 1313)
shattered the poet's hopes. In
May, 1315, the Florentine govern-
ment decreed a general readmis-
sion of exiles ; but Dante, in a
noble letter to a friend in Florence
(probably his wife's brother)*